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Mixtec languages

Mixtec < Mixtecan < Amuzgo-Mixtecan < Otomanguean
53 languages according to Glottolog



J.K. Josserand’s PhD dissertation
“Mixtec Dialect History” (1983)

- one of the best reconstructions of Otomanguean intermediate
protolanguages

- lists reflexes of 188 Proto-Mixtec etymons in 122 daughter varieties



Proto-Mixtec phonological system

CHART V-2

PHONOLOGICAL UNITS OF PROTO-MIXTEC (BRADLEY AND JOSSERAND 1982)
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CHART V-6

TONIC AND ULTIMATE SYLLAELE VOWEL COMBINATICNS IN PROTO-MIXTEC:

FREQUENCIES IN 594 RECONSTRUCTED FORMS

Final
sylleble OUTER INNER
vowel
Tonic ¥y g *5 o
vowel
*j ii iu ia it io ie
0
Lo 18 27 o] 22 T
U
T *y ui uu ua - ui uo ue
B 29 37 3 0 0 25
R *3 ai au aa ai ao ae
Lk 19 78 6 0 3
*L i iu ia N io ie
I
L 2 3 70 0 0
N
N #g ol ou oa 0% oo oe
z T 0 1 0 68 2
R *e ei eu ea ed eo ee
15 19 Tk 0 1 31

*i - § not reconstructed
*e - { not reconstructed
*i - i extremely rare



Proto-Mixtec *k vs. *x

PM *k > k in all varieties
PM *x >, ¢, S, s, y depending on variety



No contrast before *a and *o

*kati? cotton *siko smell

*ka?Pnu? big (sg.) *koyo meat

*ka?yu paint *sikg blouse

*ka?"d+ it thunders *koo? snake

*ndeka glue *yoko? tassel

*ndika? mamey *koo ye?"di? rainbow
*kuka comb *ndiko? grind

*ni kaku be born



No contrast before *u

*kute round *tuku other
*suky? neck *kuka comb
*yuku? hill *ni kaku be born
*ku tku sew *yuku brush

*ku iso will carry *yuky furrow
*yuku 3 that *kuni will know

*iku yesterday



Contrast before *j

*xito bed *xexi? eat *xekj lay (egg)
*xiyo? griddle *wexi is coming *kixi will come
*vexj? gourd *uxi ten *kini ugly
*xity oven *wixj cold

*xi to?o owner *ndixj wing

*kixi will come



Contrast before *1

*kiwj? four *xitt guts
*kitt? animal

*viki? squash

*ndiki? horn

*kist clay pot

*kiwi? day



Contrast before *e

*x before *e *k before *e

*Nduxe? vomits *yuxe? cornmeal *keyi? go out
*suxe? lazy *xere foot

*uxe seven *xer"de cut

*xety? box *xe?y fifteen

*xekj lay (egg) *ndixe? sandal

*xexi? eat *laxe? chachalaca

*Ndixe truth *xetu trousers
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Reflexes in Teposcolula

PM (Josserand Teposcolula PM (Josserand Teposcolula
1983) 1983)

*xito bed sito *uxi ten
*xiyo? griddle Siyo *wixj cold Wisj
*vexj? gourd Vasi *ndixj wing "disj
*xity oven sitny
*xi to?o owner sto?o *xekj lay (egg) sake
*xexi? eat Sasi *Kixi will come kesi

*wexi is coming wasi *kini ugly n/a



Reflexes in Teposcolula

PM (Josserand Teposcolula PM (Josserand Teposcolula
1983) 1983)

*kiwj? four kemj *xitt guts site
*kiti? animal kete

*viki? squash yeke

*ndiki? horn "deke

*kist clay pot kede

*kiwi? day kevi



Jossserand’s PM *e(?)vi/e > Tep. a(?)i

PM (Josserand Teposcolula PM (Josserand Teposcolula
1983) 1983)

*keyi? go out *teye man

*le?yi? armpit da?i *wevye this one maj
*kWe?yi sickness k™ari *kWeye slow k“ai
*weryi house wari

*weyi heavy wai *sa?yi child da?ya



Josserand’s *x = *k before front vowels

The original distribution of PM *i vs. *tis faithfully preserved in
16t century Mixtec of Teposcolula

Modern Mixtec varieties eliminate disharmonic vowels
sequences: *i-i > i-i, *i-+ > i1, *e-{ > e-i

Josserand’s PM *e(?)yi can be reconstructed as *a(?)i or *a(?)yi
Josserand’s PM *a?yi can be reconstructed as *a?ya



No need to reconstruct *x for PM

PM (Josserand 1983) PM —revised Teposcolula
reconstruction

*xekj lay (egg) *keki sake
*Kixi will come *kiki kesi
*kini ugly *kini n/a
*xitt guts *kitt site
*keyi? go out *kai? (or *kayi?) kai

*saryi child *sarya da’ya



One more source of /x/ before back
vowels

Proto-Mixtec aspectual prefixes [T. Kaufman apud Macaulay
1996

*xi- ‘durative / realis’ [= *ki- in our reconstruction]

*ka- ‘potential’

*ku- ‘potential’



Chalcatongo Mixtec [Macaulay 1996]
S hels  potenal

oan Xi- + anuy -> xanu Ku- + anu -> k“anu
0oil over, spill Xi- + atu -> xatu Ka- + atu -> katu
dance Xi- + Ca7a -> xicara ka- + Cara -> kacara
sing Xi- + ta -> xita Ka- + ta -> kata



Problems with diachronic typology

1) k > x before front vowels
2)x>¢
Both changes are extremely uncommon typologically!
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/x/ in the center vs. /¢/
and /$/ on the periphery

=> /x/ is innovative



A more plausible sequence of changes

k/ i,e>c

C>S

S > x (cf. Spanish)
S>S

S>y



Thank you!
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