East Central Khoisan 100-wordlists
Compiled by George Starostin

The Swadesh wordlists for eight East Central Khoisan languages. The main data source
is Vossen 1997, except for Hietshware where the source is Dornan 1917. See the ECK
etymological database for details on bibliography, transcription, and cognation issues.

NB: most of the wordlists are incomplete and the selection of etyma is occasionally
questionable, since no detailed dictionaries of the languages as such are available
(Vossen 1997 is essentially a short etymological dictionary). Considering that the
languages are quite closely related, the incompleteness may seriously impact the
classification results. Nevertheless, the genealogical tree more or less matches Vossen's
original classification. The only issue is with Tsixa, for which serious evidence exists that
it may actually be a West rather than East Central Khoisan idiom; whether the current

lexicostatistical placing of it is correct can only be determined by future research on the

language.

Word all
Hietshware ihe
Word ashes
| Xaise 304
Deti du
Tsixa dyuaa
Danisi dyuaa
Cara 30a
Kua 304
Tsua 3ua
Hietshware 30aa
Word ashes
Danisi that
Word bark

| Xaise gada

Deti gada



Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Tsixa
Danisi
Kua

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Deti

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

belly

la

la

la

la

la

la

la

lkaa, | khaa

big
kai

bird
zéda
zada
3ida
zada
zada
3éda
zéda

zera



Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa

Danisi

bite

sunye

blood
1?40
1?40
1?40
1?40
1?40
thaka

bone
1264
1264
1264

1202



Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Hietshware

Word

1202
1202
1202

nlgwa

claw(nail)
[ha

l6do

|
|
la

\

a

a

6do

| gara

claw(nail)



Danisi

Cara

Word

Hietshware

Word

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa

Danisi

ado
[odo

cloud
tkom

cold

haii

come
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ya

die
26
26
26
26
26
206
20

(0]0)

dog
?aba
?aba
?aba
?aba



Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

?aba
?aba
?aba

aba

v

126
126
ko

ear
cé
cé
té
cé
cé
kyé
kyé
Cee

earth



| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

xom
XOm
xom
xom
xom
xom
xom

hom

nyoo

€gg
?yubi
f2ubi
?yibi
?ibi
?ibi
ibi



Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

Word

Hietshware

Word
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Cara
Kua

feather
lgo

fire
¢
¢
¢
|?é
12é

lee

fish
Rau
Rau
|

?au

fau

?au
thapi (< Bantu)



Tsua

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise

full
[26e
126€é
120&

| kxoé
126€é
[26e
[26€é

| kweha

good
kai
kai
kai
kai
kai
kai
kai

kaie

good

R



Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Deti

Tsixa

201
201
201
201
201

twenye

green
barathi

hair
Keit
Keit
124
Keit
124
Keit
Keit

| hoo

hand
cau
cau
cau
chau
chau
cau
cau

tsau

head
ma

ma

10



Danisi
Cara
Kua

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

ma
ma
ma

hma

hear
kém
kam
kam
kém
kam
com

tSom

11



Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

Cara

Word

| Xaise

12

kill
1?24
124
| kxt
1?24
124
124

| goo

knee
(ka)kudu
loé

[[Gé

|6é

|6é

[ua

|6é

kukuru

knee
(ka)kudu

know

%



Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise

Deti

Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua
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an

liver
k21

k?ai
k?ai
kxat
k?ai
cﬁ

c?i
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Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

Word
| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
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louse
k?uni
k?uni
k?uni
k?uni
k?uni
k?uni

|[gam

man
k240
k246
k240
kxao
k240
k240
k240

kau co

many

cao

meat
k?0



Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Cara

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise

~ ~
~N =
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kxo
k20
k26
k26
koho

mountain
| i
|1

lgoa

mouth
k?am
k?am
k?am
k?am
k?am
k?am

tkam

name

1260

15



Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Deti
Cara
Kua

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Cara
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi

Cara
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|2an
200
| kxtan
1260
| 2Gn
| 2Gn

| kun

neck
k?ao
ka6
ka6
ka6
dhom

new
k264
k264
k264
|

kao

ao

night
thu

thu

thu
khaie ka



Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

~ ~
~ ~
—

tSui

not

rain

17



| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise

Deti

Danisi
Cara
Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa

Danisi
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root

papasi

sand
xom
XOm
xom

xOm

18



Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Cara

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi

Cara

xOm
xOm
xom

hom

say
mi

moo

seed

c6do

| xtadi
| xtadi
| xtadi
| xtadi
| xtadi
| kKhuri

19



Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Danisi

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

na
na

nyo
skin

kho

sleep
[[2um

[gom

small
|?adé
|adé
|2adé
|2adeé
[?adé

kare

smoke
c?ani
crani
c?ini
c?ini
c?ani
c?ini

c?ini

20



Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Tsixa

Danisi

21

tsene

stand

v

te

A

te

7

te

\

te

7

te

\

te
the

star

| xani

| xani

| xani

| xani

| xini

| xani

| xaini
tkhaine

stone
| 2ai
loa

I
|21

64

7\

oa

7N

qaro

lgwa



Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Deti

22

lam
lam
lam

| kam

cao

tsau



Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Kua

Tsua

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise

Deti

Tsixa
Danisi
Cara

Kua

Tsua
Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Deti

23
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this
Ini

[ni

thou
¢a
ca
ca
ca
ca
ca
ca

tSa

tongue
dam
dam
dam
dam
dam
dam
dam
dham



Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

lam
lam
lam
lam
lam

| kame

24



Tsua

Hietshware

Word

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise

Deti

Tsixa
Danisi
Cara

Kua

Tsua
Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware
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ka
kho

warm

¢obehe

water
cha
cha
cha
cha
cha
cha
cha
tsaa

we



Word
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Hietshware

Word
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Hietshware

Word
Cara
Kua

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

what
dua
né
ndu
ndu
na

nate

white
U
U

hwehe

who
ma
ma
ma
ma
ma

nare

woman
[|lae-
[|lae-

lla-

[|lae-

lla-

[|lae-

[|lae-
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Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
| Xaise
Deti

Danisi

|gae

far

ngl

ngl
ngl
ngl

guno

heavy
kém
kém
karm
karm
kém
kém

kam

near

A

|G

A

G

A

|G

A

G

A

|G

A

G

|G
lku

salt

debe
débe
débé
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Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua

Tsua

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word

| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

Word
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débe
debé
debé
debee

short
[lom
[6m
[6m
[lom
[lom
[6m

[am

snake
1?26
1?26
1?26
1?36
1?46
1?46

| gauo



| Xaise
Deti
Tsixa
Danisi
Cara
Kua
Tsua

Hietshware

kadi
kadi
kadi
kadi
kadi
kadi
cadi

tSuri

29



