[Text version of database, created 24/10/2011].

Annotated Swadesh wordlists for the Agneby group (Kwa family).

Languages included: Abé [agn-abe], Abidji [agn-abj].

Data sources.

General: Herault 1983 = Atlas des Langues Kwa de Cote D'lvoire. Tome 2: Listes
lexicales et etudes comparatives. Sous la direction de Georges Herault. Institut de
Linguistique Appliquée, Université d'Abidjan. // The second volume of this work comprises
extensive (560-item) wordlists for 16 Kwa languages, as well as various comparative sketches
(but no attempts at phonetic or lexical reconstruction). Particular contributors include Jérémie
Kouadio Nguessan for Abé (Abbey), and Chantal Tresbarats for Abidji.

Abé: Kouadio 1983 = Kouadio Nguessan, Jérémie. L'Abbey. In: Atlas des Langues Kwa
de Cote D'lvoire. Tome 1: Monographies. Sous la direction de Georges Herault. Institut
de Linguistique Appliquée, Université d'Abidjan, pp. 13-39. // Brief phonetic and
grammatical sketch of Abé.

Abidji: Tresbarats 1983 = Tresbarats, Chantal. L'Abidji. In: Atlas des Langues Kwa de
Cote D'Ivoire. Tome 1: Monographies. Sous la direction de Georges Herault. Institut de
Linguistique Appliquée, Université d'Abidjan, pp. 41-65. // Brief phonetic and grammatical
sketch of Abidji.

Notes. The Agneby subgroup of the Kwa family is currently a debatable taxon, since the
proportion of direct semantic matches on the Swadesh list is remarkably small.
However, this may be partially due to the lack of a properly identified system of
phonetic correspondences. Current cognation indexes between Abé and Abidji are
based on either phonetic similarity or a very preliminary and approximate
identification of patterns, and should be approached with caution.

Morphology: Agneby languages do not feature highly productive systems of class prefi-
xes, but preserve many such prefixes as relict phenomena (particularly Abidji and Adi-
oukrou). Where possible, based on paradigmatic evidence (e.g. 'foot' in Abidji), or sys-
temic considerations, such prefixes have been segmented from the root in the database.
However, there is no guarantee that all the segmentation has been performed correctly.

Database compiled and annotated by: G. Starostin (last version: October 2011).




1. ALL
Abé powi (1), Abidji &7 (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 181.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 181. Cf. also kpd 'all' [Tresbarats 1983: 45] (semantic difference not explicated).

2. ASHES

Abé mrdro (1), Abidji méndtd (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 39.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 39.

3. BARK

Abé ik3 (1), Abidji dito (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 64.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 64.

4. BELLY
Abé opil (1), Abidiji lii=wii (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 186.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 186.

5. BIG
Abé gbiighil (1), Abidji gbada (1).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 104. Cf. gb: 'thick' (French gros) [Kouadio 1983: 17].
Abidji: Herault 1983: 104. Cf. rD 'to be big' (verbal stem) [Tresbarats 1983: 45].



6. BIRD

Abé ahil (1), Abidji ro‘wirv (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 127. Quoted as dhwi in [Kouadio 1983: 24].

Abidji: Herault 1983: 127.

7. BITE
Abé pii (1), Abidji £ (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 117; Kouadio 1983: 14.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 117.

8. BLACK
Abé vi-vi (1), Abidji 16=bi (1).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 122. Reduplicated stem (cf. 'white').
Abidji: Herault 1983: 122. Cf. also bri 'to be black' [ibid.].

9. BLOOD
Abé rir=pya (1), Abidji m=bii6 (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 164.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 164.

10. BONE
Abé ofyé (1), Abidiji li=wii (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 129.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 129.



11. BREAST
Abé yoka (1), Abidji okii (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 146.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 146.

12. BURN TR.
Abé tii ... i (1), Abidjili ... I€ (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 33. Literally: 'burn ... fire'.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 33. Literally: 'light (vb.) ... fire'. Cf. also ¢i 'to burn' [Tresbarats 1983: 45] (no indication of whether the stem is

transitive or intransitive).

13. CLAW(NAIL)

Abé rigdyo=k3ks (1), Abidji 1i=kvd (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 127.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 127; Tresbarats 1983: 58. Plural form: m=kvd.

14. CLOUD
Abé has (1), Abidji 371 (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 124.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 124.

15. COLD
Abé ¢vgv (1), Abidji grele (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 84.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 84.



16. COME
Abé wi (1), Abidji i (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 185; Kouadio 1983: 17.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 185. Quoted as ?i in [Tresbarats 1983: 48].

17. DIE
Abé r3 (1), Abidji lii # (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 118; Kouadio 1983: 14. Meaning glossed as 'death’ in the former source, but as 'to die' in the latter.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 118. Nominal stem: 'death’; the verb is unattested.

18. DOG

ADbé 16 (1), Abidji a=da (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 44; Kouadio 1983: 17.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 44; Tresbarats 1983: 50. Cf. also d=dva 'bitch’ [Tresbarats 1983: 49].

19. DRINK
Abé 13 (1), Abidji n5 (1).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 29; Kouadio 1983: 17.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 29; Tresbarats 1983: 45.

20. DRY
Abé fii (1), Abidji hréhré (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 166; Kouadio 1983: 17.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 166.



21. EAR

Abé r3k3 (1), Abidji riti (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 128.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 128.

22. EARTH

Abé &37 (1), Abidji rikéki (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 176.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 176.

23. EAT
Abé di (1), Abidji hi (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 110.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 110.

24. EGG

Abé ayvss (1), Abidji ii=di (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 126.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 126; Tresbarats 1983: 59.

25. EYE
Abé a7 (1), Abidji nv ~ nonvwi (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 126; Kouadio 1983: 21.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 126.



26. FAT N.
Abé nilwe (1), Abidiji riné (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 90.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 90.

27. FEATHER

Abé été (1), Abidii i (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 145.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 145.

28. FIRE
Abé li (1), Abidji I€ (1),

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 76; Kouadio 1983: 17.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 76; Tresbarats 1983: 48.

29. FISH

Abé ki (1), Abidji s#é (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 146.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 146.

30. FLY V.
Abé rii (1), Abidji wil (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 191.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 191.



31. FOOT
Abé ofirta=bii (1), Abidji li=kd (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 139. Cf. fii 'leg' ([Herault 1983: 99]; [Kouadio 1983: 28]).
Abidji: Herault 1983: 99, 139; Tresbarats 1983: 58. Polysemy: 'foot / leg'. Plural form: d=kd.

32. FULL
Abé §i (1), Abidji 7 (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 144; Kouadio 1983: 28.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 144. Cf. also yi 'to be full' [ibid.].

33. GIVE
Abé 15 (1), Abidji £ (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 62.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 62; Tresbarats 1983: 42.

34. GOOD
Abé yé=ni (1), Abidji fa- ...-n? (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 30.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 30.

35. GREEN

References and notes:

Abé: Not attested.
Abidji: Not attested.



36. HAIR

Abé 6ro=fo (1), Abidji i'né=riihé (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 44. Literally: 'head-hair'. Quoted as 6rv-fo in [Kouadio 1983: 31].

Abidji: Herault 1983: 44. Literally: 'head-hair'.

37. HAND
Abé ab3l3 (1), Abidji b3 (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 109. Cf. ba 'arm' ([Herault 1983: 32]; [Kouadio 1983: 17]).
Abidji: Herault 1983: 32, 109; Tresbarats 1983: 59. Polysemy: 'hand / arm'. Plural form: ro=b.

38. HEAD

Abé 6r0 (1), Abidji ine (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 177.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 177.

39. HEAR

Abé &yé (1), Abidji #i (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 67.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 67; Tresbarats 1983: 45.

40. HEART
Abé oyori-m3 (1), Abidji litbé-lvwt (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 46.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 46. The second component is the word 'small'.
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41. HORN

Abé 6 (1), Abidji dltd ~ dxvi (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 50.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 50.

42.1

Abé m (1), Abidji émé (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 284.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 284.

43. KILL

Abé & (1), Abidji wo (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 182.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 182.

44. KNEE
Abé ofvdo (1), Abidji [v=kp3 (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 88.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 88.

45. KNOW
Abé mp (1), Abidji di=d (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 166.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 166. The second component is said to mean 'face’.
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46. LEAF
Abé avé (1), Abidji rowa (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 76.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 76.

47. LIE
Abé ré-§1 (1), Abidji li ... bé (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 51. The meaning is 'to lie down'; the second component is 'earth'.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 51.

48. LIVER
Abé maté (1), Abidji léte (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 80.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 80.

49. LONG
Abidji [&h1 (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Not attested.
Abidji: Tresbarats 1983: 61.

50. LOUSE
Abé an (1), Abidji 5nv (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 148.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 148; Tresbarats 1983: 58. Plural form: m= 0.
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51. MAN
Abé yikpe (1), Abidji kpi-si (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 96; Kouadio 1983: 33. Plural form: é=yi=kpo.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 96.

52. MANY
Abé d3 (1), Abidji kpagbd (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 27; Kouadio 1983: 28.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 27. Cf. also 7gvd ‘many' [Tresbarats 1983: 45] (semantic difference not explicated).

53. MEAT
Abé ndpyé (1), Abidji 1=nié (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 188; Kouadio 1983: 20, 25. Polysemy: 'meat / animal'.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 188; Tresbarats 1983: 59. Polysemy: ‘meat / animal'.

54. MOON
Abé vé (1), Abidji w3 (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 107, 116; Kouadio 1983: 24. Polysemy: 'moon / month'.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 107, 116; Tresbarats 1983: 58. Polysemy: 'moon / month'. Plural form: =w5.

55. MOUNTAIN

References and notes:

Abé: Not attested. Cf. fdni: 'hill' [Herault 1983: 47].
Abidji: Not attested. Cf. Iif¢ 'hill' [Herault 1983: 47].
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56. MOUTH

Abé eyimbi (1), Abidji nv=mv-ti (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 30.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 30. Quoted in an entirely different morphological variant as 0 in [Tresbarats 1983: 59] (hence the

segmentation).

57. NAME
Abé éyi (1), Abidji iné (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 123.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 123.

58. NECK
Abé 1ay0st (1), Abidii witi (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 51; Kouadio 1983: 22.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 51.

59. NEW
Abé pwi-pw) (1), Abidji I3=w) (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 122; Kouadio 1983: 25. Reduplicated stem.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 122.

60. NIGHT
Abé 6riigi (1), Abidji yii (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 125.
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Abidji: Herault 1983: 125.

61. NOSE
Abé 11g3 (1), Abidji w3 (1).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 122; Kouadio 1983: 17.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 122.

62. NOT

Abidji =mv ~=mu (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Not attested.

Abidji: Tresbarats 1983: 62. Verbal suffix for sg. forms; the pl. variant is =mint ~ =mini. Tonal change also said to be representative of
negation, with or without these suffixes.

63. ONE
Abé ii=kp3 (1), Abidji 71'=n3 (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 192; Kouadio 1983: 17.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 192.

64. PERSON
Abé yiki ~ yiyi (1), Abidji kpa (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 96; Kouadio 1983: 34. Plural form: gi=ki.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 96; Tresbarats 1983: 58. Plural form: d=kpd.

65. RAIN
Abé ofo=mi3i (1), Abidji midi (1).

References and notes:
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Abé: Herault 1983: 145. Literally 'sky' + 'water' q.v.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 145. Same word as 'water' q.v.

66. RED
Abé a1 (1), Abidji lé=be (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 160. Cf. £¢ 'to be red' (vb.).
Abidji: Herault 1983: 160. Cf. béné 'to be red' (vb.).

67. ROAD
Abé sigbs (1), Abidji atinmgbré (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 43; Kouadio 1983: 22.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 43.

68. ROOT
Abé mine (1), Abidji lkd (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 154.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 154.

69. ROUND
Abé trére (1), Abidji hrithri (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 160.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 160.

70. SAND
Abé rigan5 (1), Abidji nkrid (2).

References and notes:
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Abé: Herault 1983: 161.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 161.

71. SAY
Abé hé (1), Abidji kd (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 61. Quoted as hi ~ hé in [Kouadio 1983: 24].
Abidji: Herault 1983: 61.

72.SEE
Abé wii (1), Abidji di=n?d (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 190; Kouadio 1983: 17.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 190. The second component is said to mean 'day’.

73. SEED
Abé am (1), Abidji dma (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 89. Meaning glossed as 'grain'.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 89. Meaning glossed as 'grain'.

74. SIT
Abé 50 §f # (1), Abidii pi ... été # (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 20. Meaning glossed as 'to sit down'.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 20. Meaning glossed as 'to sit down'.

75. SKIN
Abé 0ho (1), Abidji kpékpe (2).

References and notes:
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Abé: Herault 1983: 135; Kouadio 1983: 24.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 135.

76. SLEEP
Abé ga=mila (1), Abidji ke=mtnd (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 63; Kouadio 1983: 29. The main component is mbli 'sleep (n.)’; the first word is the auxiliary verb 'to make'.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 63. The main component is mn) 'sleep (n.)'.

77.SMALL
Abé dv-dv (1), Abidji Itwi (1).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 137. Reduplicated stem.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 137. Cf. also tikr1 id.

78. SMOKE

Abé mvlagbii (1), Abidji mi‘négbé (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 85.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 85. Transcribed as minégbé in [Tresbarats 1983: 52] (i. e. with phonetic transcription of tones instead of marking

the "downstep" operation).

79. STAND
Abé svm3 ... §i (1), Abidji pié ... €61 (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 58.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 58.

80. STAR
Abé mfiné (1), Abidji mvl3ls (2).

References and notes:
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Abé: Herault 1983: 71.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 71.

81. STONE

Abé opii (1), Abidji lii'=bébii (1).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 35; Kouadio 1983: 22. Meaning glossed as 'pebble’ (‘caillou’), but the wordlist has no separate word for 'stone’

('pierre’).
Abidji: Herault 1983: 35. Meaning glossed as "pebble’ (‘caillou’), but the wordlist has no separate word for 'stone’ (‘pierre’).

82. SUN
Abé ¢ (1), Abidji gbé (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 172. Entirely different word found in [Kouadio 1983: 29]: gii.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 172.

83. SWIM

Abé 6 51 (1), Abidji b-di (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 121. Literally: 'to float (in) water'.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 121; Tresbarats 1983: 50.

84. TAIL
Abé bélé (1), Abidji nithiii (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 153; Kouadio 1983: 27.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 153.

85. THAT
Abé riteénd-baghé (1), Abidji abt (2).
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References and notes:
Abé: Herault 1983: 38. Cf. 'this'.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 38.

86. THIS
Abé ritens (1), Abidji obii (2).
References and notes:
Abé: Herault 1983: 38.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 38.

87. THOU
ADé f3 (1), Abidji &fz (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 284.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 284.

88. TONGUE

Abé [été (1), Abidji iné (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 103.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 103.

89. TOOTH

Abé ¢yi (1), Abidji £77 (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 59; Kouadio 1983: 22.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 59.

90. TREE
Abé t1 (1), Abidji ti (1).
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References and notes:
Abé: Herault 1983: 19, 29. Polysemy: 'tree / wood'.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 19, 29; Tresbarats 1983: 60. Polysemy: 'tree / wood'.

91. TWO

Abé a=n (1), Abidji d:'=nv (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 192; Kouadio 1983: 29.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 192.

92. WALK (GO)
Abé yi (1), Abidji 22 (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 16. Quoted as yi in [Kouadio 1983: 17].
Abidji: Herault 1983: 16; Tresbarats 1983: 45.

93. WARM (HOT)
Abé nv (1), Abidji ti (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 42. Meaning glossed as 'hot'. Quoted as 113 in [Kouadio 1983: 29]. Cf. also 14 'to be hot' (verb) [ibid.].
Abidji: Herault 1983: 42. Meaning glossed as 'hot'.

94. WATER

Abé mizi (1), Abidji midi (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 64; Kouadio 1983: 29.

Abidji: Herault 1983: 64; Tresbarats 1983: 59.

95. WE
Abé ¢15 (1), Abidji ére (1).



References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 284.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 284.

96. WHAT
Abé mabwé (1), Abidji émi (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 154.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 154.

97. WHITE
Abé fii-fir (1), Abidji I6=fit (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 27. Reduplicated stem (cf. 'black’).
Abidji: Herault 1983: 27.

98. WHO
Abé & (1), Abidji &b (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 154.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 154.

99. WOMAN
Abé yiyd (1), Abidji yi (1).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 74; Kouadio 1983: 33. Plural form: é=yiy3.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 74; Tresbarats 1983: 58. Plural form: é=yi.

100. YELLOW
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References and notes:

Abé: Not attested.
Abidji: Not attested.

101. FAR
Abé épi (1), Abidji biio-buo (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 107.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 107.

102. HEAVY
Abé didi (1), Abidiji 1117 (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 107.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 107.

103. NEAR
Abé di ... sé (1), Abidji gbéi (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 150.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 150. Also riré id.

104. SALT
Abé 71g0 (1), Abidji miihii (1).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 167; Kouadio 1983: 23.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 167.

105. SHORT

22
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References and notes:

Abé: Not attested.
Abidji: Not attested.

106. SNAKE
Abé orovi (1), Abidji 310 (2).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 169.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 169.

107. THIN

References and notes:

Abé: Not attested.
Abidji: Not attested.

108. WIND
Abé riwévé (1), Abidji l1fd (1).
References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 185.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 185.

109. WORM
Abé 10 (1), Abidji 6titkpo (2).

References and notes:

Abé: Herault 1983: 186.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 186.

110. YEAR
Abé agbv (1), Abidji 1 (2).

References and notes:



Abé: Herault 1983: 18.
Abidji: Herault 1983: 18.
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